
William Henry Berry (aka Harry Berry)


On the face of it, an old cardboard banana box full of faded photographs, prize 
certificates for fruit  and veg. and scraps of paper 
don’t arouse a great deal of interest. Often they are 
found under tables at auctions, often overlooked 
and often remain unsold.


Fortunately, such a box was examined, purchased 
and passed to Roger Head. When Highnam Heritage 
looked through the box, we found that the 
certificates came from the Gloucestershire Root, 
Fruit and Grain Society from 1902 to 1914. The 
Society, formed in 1863, still exists today.




The certificates for produce ranging 
from Blooms, Celery, Parsnips to 
Grapes were awarded to Sir Hubert 
Parry, Bart. A gifted musician, as we 
all know, but green fingers as well?


Further delving into the box 
revealed the name of Harry Berry 
who was Hubert’s Head Gardener 
at the time. This provided the link to 
the photographs, many taken in the 
grounds of Highnam Court. 


Gloucestershire Root, Fruit & Grain 
Society

Chrysanthemum Society ‘First Prize’ awarded to Sir 
Hubert Parry, Bart.   Gardener - W H Berry

Harry Berry 3rd from left on back row Harry Berry seated centre with estate gardeners



Research by Gavin Abbott found that Harry Berry, Born in 1872, started working at the 
Court on 6th March 1897. 


The gardens extended to and included the Pinetum 
in those days. He became Foreman Gardener in 
1901. In 1902 he married Sarah Louisa Rea of 
Highnam. On the 1911 census they are listed as 
living on Highnam Lane with two sons aged seven 
and five. A daughter, Amy Louise, was born 16th 
October 1915. amongst the papers was her English 
Composition exercise book from Ribston Hall 
School dated 1927 as well as her School Certificate 
Examination Timetable from 1931.


Harry completed a remarkable 50 years service on 
the estate in March 1947, having served 3 Squires 
and supervising 28 men. He retired and lived on 
Two Mile Lane looking after two retired shire horses 
from the estate and making ‘very good’ cider. He 
died in 1962.


Amy married and became Amy Louise Sandoe 
who we believe lived in Hampshire until her death. 


Gathering at Highnam Court. Harry is stood behind his wife, Sarah Louisa Rea, 
who is holding their son Eric.

Sarah Louisa Rea’s parents


